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緬 因 州 華 美 聯 誼 會
CHINESE & AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION OF MAINE
UPCOMING EVENTS
9 /23
Sunday
10:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Mid-Autumn Moon Festival at The Children’s Museum & Theatre of Maine
142 Free St, Portland
This year we are partnering with The Children’s Museum & Theatre of Maine to host a
craft table, where kids of all ages can make lanterns, and write Chinese characters.

9/30
Sunday
4:30 -7 p.m.
Come celebrate the
Mid-Autumn Moon
Festival with us and the
Confucius Institute at
USM.
Admission is free;
everyone is asked to
bring a dish to share.
The meal will be served
at 5:00 pm.

12/13
T hu rs d ay
5:30 -7 p.m.

Chinese Mid-Autumn Moon Festival at The Woodfords Club
170 Woodford St, Portland

The Moon Festival marks the annual harvest moon, which in Chinese tradition is one of
the most significant holidays of the year. Families gather to celebrate, gaze at the full
moon, sing and recite poetry, and eat traditional foods—especially mooncakes. Join us
for a potluck dinner, Chinese music and entertainment, arts & crafts, poetry and more.
And, of course, a variety of mooncakes will be served! The Children’s Museum & Theatre
of Maine and CAFAM will host the same craft table event described above.

The History of Chinese in Maine: Talk & Reception at Maine College of Art
522 Congress St, Portland
While there has been a relatively small population of Chinese residents of Maine
over the years, those who have settled here have made their mark, dating back to the
first Chinese immigrant who came in 1857. Please come and hear Gary Libby
recount these stories of the early Chinese Mainers in his talk, "The History of
Chinese in Maine”, and enjoy complimentary Chinese tea and snacks. This event is
sponsored by the Chinese & American Friendship Association of Maine and
presented in conjunction with the opening of an exhibit by Chinese artist Yu-Wen
Wu as part of MECA’s Making Migrations Visible initiative.

Tu e s 1 0 / 9 | 3 p m , 7 p m
We d 1 0 / 1 0 | 3 p m
Thur 10/11 | 3pm,

7pm

Film: Maineland at Frontier Theater
14 Maine St. Mill 3 Fort Andross, Brunswick
In conjunction with the Making Migration Visible: Traces, Tracks & Pathways exhibition hosted by
the ICA at MECA

SEPTEMBER 2018

Spring Picnic 2018 at the
Winslow Memorial Park
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Itʼs such a joy to
have friends
coming from
afar!

Summer 2018 Tai
Chi In The Park With Karen Morency
“Tai Chi is about energy. Energy has to move,
which is one of the eﬀects of Tai Chi. Energy
is neither good or bad unless you label it as
good or bad, positive or negative.
-Karen Morency
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Presidentʼs Message
,
With the passage of another year, CAFAM celebrates thirty years of service to Maine:
thirty years of bridge-building and friendship-forging. At such a time as this, we see
more clearly the need for cross-cultural friendship and the time it takes to build trust
and understanding. Thirty years after the beginnings of CAFAM, we are proud of this
organization that is called upon to be a connecting force in our community.
In the coming years, we see CAFAM as a part of the larger community of immigrantled organizations. Many Chinese immigrants have migration stories diﬀerent from
those of more recent immigrants. And many have stories that share similarities. In
diﬀerence and in similarity, our collective identity has much to oﬀer and gain in
integrating more deeply with other immigrant groups in our community. CAFAM is
also called to continue developing as a resource for shorter-term residents in our area
- especially exchange students. In addition, CAFAM hopes to build its capacity for
future growth. This volunteer-led organization is built on the eﬀorts of dedicated
individuals who value culture and friendship, and it has truly taken all of us to get
where we are.
Thirty years from now, who will this organization be? The answer lies in the
commitments of its members, its Board, and the many other volunteers who make
CAFAM's work possible. You are the ones who decide where we're headed. You are the
vision-setters, and I'm glad we're traveling this road together.
Ophelia Hu Kinney, President, CAFAM Board
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CAFAM 30th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
By Richard Austin
Vice President, CAFAM Board
On September 10th, CAFAM celebrated its 30th anniversary as an organization with a dinner at
Sichuan Kitchen in Portland. To honor this event, all past presidents that could be contacted were
invited (along with a guest of their choosing). Over 50 people were in attendance, including current
board members. To make for a more intimate evening, Sichuan Kitchen owner Qi Shen reserved the
venue for the evening, which created a more informal atmosphere giving the dinner an ambiance
similar that of a large family gathering. As Gary Libby noted (and we have Gary to thank for the
proposing this celebration!) “I usually don't like to be in a noisy restaurant. Last night was an
exception. There were lots of conversations going on among many people who had not seen each
other for years and even decades”. As a new member, I observed the faces and personal histories that
were reconnecting that evening, and the warmth and good feelings generated from people who had
not seen each other in years, and in some cases decades, was palpable.
“I am just in awe of all the
people and all the work of love
and devotion over the last 30
years, and as Ophelia said, for
the next 30 years!
Thank you for a very
memorable and special
evening..”
-Karen Morency
Photo Credit: Rick Austin

Photo Credit: Craig Dietrich

Appetizers were brought out as guests arrived and greeted each other; everything was managed
smoothly by Qi and her staﬀ. After everyone was seated, current president Ophelia Hu Kinney
oﬀered some opening remarks, thanking the past presidents for all the work they have done to make
and keep CAFAM running over the years, as well as thoughts and encouragement on keeping the
organization vibrant and relevant in the years to come. One of the many highlights of the evening
was a video link with Domenica Cipollone (P. 1994) who was not able to attend. Susan Lieberman (P.
1990) and Stella Austin organized the video conference which was displayed on Susan's laptop. Susan
walked the laptop around the restaurant, stopping at each table giving attendees a chance to
exchange greetings and well wishes with Domenica. After Ophelia's opening remarks, Craig Dietrich
(P. 1989 & 2013) stood, and holding Susans laptop up for all to see, spoke at length of the many
contributions the past presidents have made to build such an amazing community and make
CAFAM a success. Nancy White gave a heart warming thank you to CAFAM for welcoming her and
her two adopted children. The evening’s main courses were then brought out and as Gary later
noted, an “excellent and a prodigious amount of food” was enjoyed by all. I think it is safe to say that
evening was a great success on many levels.
The task of locating a venue and planing the menu was undertaken by Stella Austin, and she would
like to thank everyone who helped make this evening the success that it was!
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Greetings from the new editors

.
This marks the first edition of the newsletter under the editorship of new CAFAM board
members Richard and Stella Austin.

Thank You! 谢 谢! Xièxiè!
We first wish to thank the previous editors, Cindy Han and Connie Zhu, for their 5 years of
dedicated service of pulling together and publishing the CAFAM newsletter. Having a
newsletter is one of the those benefits that comes with membership in an organization that
people appreciate, but sometimes don't think about eﬀort required to produce. Generating
content and publishing multiple times a year, year after year, requires dedication and I
know that all the members of CAFAM truly appreciate the excellent job Connie and Cindy
have done. We as well wish to applaud them and thank them for their service.

Hello! 你好! Nǐ hǎo!
Stella and I moved to Saco, Maine from the Pasadena area of California in early October,
2016. I grew up in Rhode Island, and moved to California in early 1979 where I worked in
aerospace and space program until 2015. Stella moved from Taiwan to the San Francisco
Bay area in 1990 where she began working in the food services industry and studying art.
From there, she moved to Amherst, MA, to manage a family owned restaurant, before
moving to CA after we met.
We both enjoy cooking and all things food related! Stella is studying art and photography
at SMCC and MECA, while I have occupied myself restoring an old family boat. We have
two cats, Misha and Gomita and two bunny rabbits, Spock and Rorschach, all who made
the trip here from California. They like it here in Maine as well.
Richard Austin
Stella Chu Austin

CAFAM Chinese School
The Chinese Children’s School begins in October 2018 : the first day is Saturday, October 13.
Location: Ocean Avenue Elementary School
If anyone wants more information please contact Tania Strout at tania.strout@gmail.com
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Join and Support CAFAM
CAFAM invites you to join our organization!
We welcome new members, and we invite
existing members to renew today! Please
use this form or go to our website
www.cafammaine.org/join. Any support is
much appreciated!

Membership Application
Name__________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
Phone (home) _______________ (cell) _______________
Email __________________________________________

CAFAM Board Members
Ophelia Hu Kinney
Martin Connelly
Amanda Szala
Cindy Han
Ah-Kau Ng
Bob Greene
Zhenning (Jimmy)Xu
Jingping Xie
Jennifer DeCristoforo
Stella Chu Austin

Richard Austin
Gary Libby
Michael Connelly
Susan Lieberman
Sally Ng
Gavin Welch
Andrew Jia
Mary Tennant
Meilin Brodeur

CAFAM Newsletter Co-Editors
Richard Austin
Stella Chu Austin
You can reach us both at chuaustin@icloud.com

CAFAM membership and newsletter subscription
̲̲̲ Individual $25
̲̲̲ Family of ̲̲ members $25
̲̲̲ Full-time student $1
̲̲̲ Benefactor $50
̲̲̲ Sponsor (Individual or Corporate) $75
̲̲̲ Patron $250
̲̲̲ Corporate Patron $500
USCPFA membership, Portland, ME Chapter
̲̲̲ Membership and subscription to US-China Review $12
Please send your check and this application to:
Chinese & American Friendship Association of Maine
P.O Box 10372, Portland, ME 04104
Or join at www.cafammaine.org

Chinese & American Friendship Association
P.O Box 10372, Portland, ME 04104

