
Message from CAFAM President
CAFAM recently marked its 27th year 
of operation, and our organization 
continues to forward its mission of 
promoting the language, culture and 
friendship between Americans and 
Chinese people from various parts of 
the world. This year we held a Chinese 
New Year celebration in February, a 
picnic at Winslow Park in Freeport in 

the summer, and a Moon Festival celebration in the fall. 

In November, one of our board members, Gary Libby, 
was awarded the Sojourner Award by the Chinese 
Historical Society of New England. Gary has been 
keeping detailed records and photos of early Chinese 
living in Maine, documenting their experiences and 
their contributions to our state.

In October, some anti-Asian racist signs were posted 
in Lewiston in reference to mayoral candidate Ben 

Chin. CAFAM is apolitical and we do not endorse 
political candidates. But neither would we condone any 
form of racism, so we spoke out to media outlets 
to denounce the anti-Asian sentiment.

As the Year of the Sheep is winding down, we are 
preparing to welcome the Year of the Monkey. The 
CAFAM board, together with the Confucius Institute 
at the University of Southern Maine, is busy making 
plans for the upcoming Chinese New Year celebration. 

Going forward, we hope to expand our reach to other 
groups who are interested in Chinese culture. For instance, 
there are a significant number of Chinese students 
studying in Maine; we would like to invite them and their 
host families to become more involved in our activities.

Hope to see you at our fun and festive Chinese New 
Year event!

Kwok Yeung, President, CAFAM board

緬因州華美聯誼會  
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CAFAM Chinese School is delighted to announce 
that the Maine Arts Commission is supporting 
master dance teacher Fan Luo and three CAFAM Chinese 
School students with a Traditional Arts Apprenticeship grant.

The grant provides funding for Fan Luo to teach the Dai Minority 
Peacock dance and a classical Chinese dance to three apprentice 
dancers: Mae Pryor Rosenstein, 16; Sylvie Pryor Rosenstein, 16; 
and Lily Thompson, 15.

Fan Luo has been teaching at CAFAM’s Chinese School, when 
her schedule has allowed, since 2006. She is excited about the 
potential impact of this project: “The more people can see tradi-
tional Chinese dance performed, the more they will appreciate 
the culture behind it and celebrate the beauty of the tradition.”

The three student dancers are grateful for the chance to work 
with Fan Luo to learn more dances and to sharpen their skills. 

They look forward to passing along Chinese 
dance techniques to other young dancers at 
the CAFAM Chinese School.

The dancers will first perform the Dai Peacock 
dance at CAFAM’s Year of the Monkey Celebration 
on February 6, 2016. A second dance will be 
unveiled at the New Year celebration in 2017.

Dai Minority 
Peacock Dance

Apprentices Lily 
Thompson, Mae 
Pryor Rosenstein, 
Sylvie Rosenstein, 
and master teacher 
Fan Luo
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A Night in Ancient 
and New China

CAFAM’s biggest celebration of the year is coming soon! 
On February 6, 2016, we will welcome the Year of the Monkey by hosting our Chinese New 
Year festival at Westbrook Performing Arts Center. Be sure to join us for exciting dance and 
music performances, arts and crafts, delicious food, cultural demonstrations and more.

USM “Husky Harvest” 
Multicultural Festival
In November, the University 
of Southern Maine brought 
together people, food and arts 
of many nations at the “Husky 
Harvest” on the Portland cam-
pus. USM’s Confucius Institute 
called upon CAFAM members 
to help at their table, which 
was popular for its offerings of 
Chinese food.

According to Carolann Ouellette, director of the Maine Office of 
Tourism, nearly one in 10 Chinese visitors to the United States 
came to New England in 2014, though how many made their way 
to Maine is unknown. To attract more of them, a new promotional 
webpage in Chinese was launched in June as part of the Chinese 
website gousa.cn. Maine’s webpage highlights lobster, L.L. Bean, 
Acadia National Park, Mount Katahdin and City of Portland.  
Check it out at http://www.gousa.cn/states-in-usa/maine

Maine Office of Tourism’s New 
Chinese Webpage

Acadia National Park Maine Lobster

Wu Man with Shanghai Quartet:
Thursday, March 31, 2016; 7:30 pm
Hannaford Hall, USM Campus, Portland
Tickets $42; Students $10

Pipa virtuoso Wu Man and one of the world’s 
leading chamber music ensembles, the 
Shanghai Quartet, will perform traditional 
Chinese folk music as well as works by 
contemporary Chinese composers Tan Dun 
(Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon) and Zhao 

Welcome the Year of the Monkey

美 国，从“心”发现

缅因州大龙虾阿卡迪亚国家公园

Jiping (Farewell, My Concubine). 
For more information, visit 
www.portlandovations.org.



CAFAM Board Member Gary Libby

As CAFAM’s newest board member, Eugene Chan brings a valuable 
combination of knowledge and dedication to the organization. 

Eugene grew up in Hong Kong and came to the States when he was 
a teenager. He went to college in the Bay Area, and then went on to 
pursue his PhD in the Midwest. Eugene and his wife Yan currently 
live in Falmouth with their four-year-old daughter Zoe.  He is working 
as a research scientist at IDEXX here in Maine, where he met CAFAM 
president Kwok Yeung. 

Thanks to Kwok’s encouragement, Eugene is eager to be part of the 
organization’s efforts to bring more awareness of Chinese culture 
to Maine. “I’m motivated by my daughter, who is already becoming 
conscious of being ‘different’ from other kids in Maine. My wife and I 
want her to understand Chinese language, values and traditions. We 
want her to be proud of who she is.”

CAFAM Co-Vice President: 
Eugene Chan

In November, CAFAM board member Gary Libby was 
awarded the Sojourner Award from the Chinese Historical 
Society of New England for his longtime efforts in 
documenting and sharing the history of Chinese in Maine. 
Gary is a Portland native and members of his family have 
lived in Maine since 1636. He opened a law practice in 
Portland in 1976 and was the first lawyer for the Maine 
Human Rights Commission. With an interest in history, 
particularly local history, he served as a Trustee of the 
Maine Historical Society for nine years. Here is Gary’s 
own account of his archival efforts:

In 2001, I saw an article in the Portland Press Herald written 
by Fenggang Yang, who was then a sociology professor at USM, 
with the headline “Are there any Chinese in Maine?” Prof. 
Yang questioned whether there was “an historical antecedent 
for Maine’s current Chinese community.” We met and began 
working together to do research.  Later he invited me to 
present what we had learned to the CAFAM Board, with 

which I have stayed involved since then. After Prof. Yang left 
for Purdue University in 2002, I continued on with the research. 

Maine is still the country’s second whitest state—just a fraction 
of a percent behind Vermont, which passed Maine for that 
distinction in the 2010 census at about 95 percent. When I was 
a kid, Portland was much less diverse than it is now. Maine, 
particularly its cities, has attracted many more non-white 
immigrants since the end of the Vietnam war.

The Chinese Historical Society of New England has given out 
this Sojourner Award since 1995. I have been a member of the 
CHSNE for about a decade, and I am the only non-Chinese 
person to ever receive this award.

(To learn more about Gary’s research, please visit the 
“Chinese in Maine” exhibit on www.mainememory.net.) 

Members of the Chinese Sunday School of First Baptist 
Church of Portland pose with their teachers during a picnic 
on a Casco Bay Island, probably in the mid to late 1920s.
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CAFAM Board Members

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

CAFAM Newsletter Co-Editors

Meilin Brodeur
Eugene Chan 
Michael Connelly
Martin Connelly
Bob Greene
Cindy Han 
Gary Libby
Susan Lieberman
Ahkau Ng

Sally Ng
Patti Oldmixon
Robert Rovner
Fran Sayers
Cynthia Setchell
Amanda Szala
Kwok Yeung
Mary Tennant
Amy Yu

Connie Zhu connie@ch-trans.com
Cindy Han cindyhan09@gmail.com 

We produce three electronic newsletters 
and one print version annually. Please email 
us news, events, photos, and suggestions. 
We value your input and feedback!

Please check your mailing label for membership expiration. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE (HOME)           (WORK) 

E-MAIL ADDRESS 

CAFAM 
     r  Individual $25 
     r  Family of ___ members $25 
     r  Full-time student $1 
     r  Benefactor $50 
     r  Sponsor (Individual or Corporate) $75 
     r  Patron $250 
     r  Corporate Patron $500 

USCPFA Portland, ME Chapter 
     r  Membership & Subscription to “US-China Review” $12 

COMMITTEES Would you like to help out on a committee? 
     We will put you in contact with the appropriate chairperson. 
     r  Program and education   r  Newsletter and publicity 
     r  Hospitality and Special Events  r  Student Relations 
     r  Membership   r  Other ____________ 

Please send your check and this application to: 
Chinese and American Friendship Association of Maine 
P.O. Box 10372, Portland, ME 04104 • Or join at www.cafammaine.org.

CAFAM invites you to join our organization! 
We also welcome any support or donations, 
whether you are a member or considering 
becoming one. Please tear off and mail in 
this form. Xiexie!

Join and Support CAFAM

Chinese New Year Celebration: February 6, 2016
Westbrook Performing Arts Center

SAVE THE DATE


