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Name: Chi Bui ID: 41058

Gender: Female Country of Residence / Code: VIETNAM / VM

Age: 16 Partner: CESET

Season: AYP-2012-2013 Country of Citizenship: VIETNAM

Program: Full Year CCI Admin:  Lucas Hollow 

Religion: None    
Current Grade: 11    

Family 

Father's Occupation: IT engineer

Mother's Occupation: project manager

Religion: None

Would attend church with 
host:

Sometimes

Family Members:

An Nguyen Huu 71 years old
he is my 
grandpa

Lives with 
participant

Mui Tran Thuy 67 years old
She is 
my 
grandma

Lives with 
participant

Cuong Nguyen Huu 37 years old
He is my 
uncle

Lives with 
participant

 

Education 

Native Languages: Vietnamese

Other Languages:

Language test type: SLEP

Language test score: 58

Projected graduation: 6/2013

Type of school attending: semi-public schools

Current grade: 11

Grade Point Average: A

Able to Pay Tuition: 0

Pets: None

Diet restrictions: None

Children 5 years or younger: Like Them Very Much

Could adjust to smoker: No

Afraid of any pets: Yes: I am afraid of scaled reptiles.

Activity 1:

I love swimming. I learnt how to swim since I was 6 while carrying a dream to be as tall as my father. I wanted to be number one in anything 
rather than just to be average people so I practiced really hard when I learnt swimming. I still remember that I was the youngest student at that 
summer class and some days, I went to learn in the morning and also practiced in the afternoon. After one course, I could swim in a large 
swimming pool where just for adults; I was so proud of myself. I spent a lot of time to go swimming in summer and fall but in winter and spring, it
maybe only 2 or 3 times (because in Hanoi these time is extremely cold ) 

Activity 2:

When I was in 2nd grade, in P .E, we had a jumping rope test. I couldn’t remember clearly what was the condition to get mark 10 out of 10 but I
still remember the first time I took this test. It was terrible, I got 1/10. I felt so embarrassing so I couldn’t stand it any longer. I practiced jumping 
rope from 4am until 6am (because I had to go to school) then continues from 6pm until 7pm (because I had to have dinner) and from 10pm to 
11pm. As you can see, I took my leisure to try to be the best in this activity. As a result, I asked my P.E teacher to have a permission to take 
that test again and I was so relief that I got mark 10 replace. Since there, jumping rope had been one of my strengths and it became one of my
hobbies when it comes to leisure. 

Activity 3:

I use computer since I was 4 years old. It was became a part of my daily life. Sometimes I just want to stay away from my computer but it has 
never lasted more than 2 weeks once. The reason why I enjoy using computer is because of the versatility as well as numerous of benefits it 
brings to me. I can communicate with friends and relatives who normally I don’t have many chances to meet due to mine and their busy lives. I 
can search for the ingredients of my favorite cakes so I can bake one when I feel like eating it, I will be able read news and novels that I don’t 
have time to go out to buy, and many more uses. However, the more time I spend with the computer means the less time I have with people 
around. Now, I’ve tried decreasing the amount of time using computer to few hours a day and it varies depend on the situations such as when I
have schoolwork to do or feel procrastinated to work out. Many times I just have it on and play music while I do something else. 

Activity 4:

Since I was a child, I’ve loved hanging out with my friends and my family. Sunday morning is the best time for me to go out as I can do anything
I want on that day. In summer’s Sundays, my friends and I may get in any buses to go around Hanoi (to take picture, buy novels, go to Movie 
Theater, etc) and taste “street foods” or sometimes we go to each other’s house to eat, play and watch movies. When summer ends, I will go 
shopping and cook or bake cakes for my family with my mother. We go around the city to see clothes, food, etc without buying them except 
when it became necessary. 

Interests:

Badminton, Bicycling, Martial arts, Swimming, Drawing or Painting, Listening to classical music, Listening to popular music, Baking, 
Computers/Internet, Cooking, Gardening, Greenheart Environmental Activities, Movies, Outdoor activities, Reading, Television 

Awards / Achievements:

the certificate of merit Nguyen Tat Thanh school average grade has been greater than or equal to A 6/2011

Allergic to any animals with fur: No 

Allergic to dust: No 

Allergic to any food products: No 

Other Medical Concerns:

Chi can be shy at first but once you get to know her she is a well of compassion, knowledge and philosophy. She has her own way of 
getting her ideas across, and it's always interesting. Chi is certainly mature, patient, flexible, curious and competitive - she strives to 
be the best in everything she does. Because she tries her best in everything, she sometimes is not pleased with her own performance, 
but she is still in good humor most of the times. Chi is respected and loved by everyone: parents, friends, and teachers, for her inner 
strength, self-discipline and moral principles, as well as her compassion. What stands out about Chi is that she will inspire you and 
bring out the best in you.Chi, a 17 years old high school girl from Vietnam, is an independent person as she has to take care of 
herself since she was very young. She is a serious person yet very open so people like to befriend with her and the best thing about 
her is the hardworking. She likes art very much and always tries her best to make things beautiful. She views cooking and baking as 
great hobbies of hers. She listens to music every time she can. She also loves hanging out with friends and doing outdoor activities. 
She always wants to be better in studying as well as being more responsible. Chi is not afraid to try new thing, to fail in order to get 
better. She however has her own principles, so she will not try new things just for the sake of trying. There's a thoughtfulness and 
thoroughness in everything that Chi does. She is mature beyond her age, but is still fun and full of creativity. She's also very 
organized, which helps her to do many things at the same time. 

Dear family, 
 
I would like to thank you very much for taking your time to get to know me better.  
First let me introduce myself. My name is Chi and I am from Vietnam- a small country in Southeast Asia. I will be 17 years old by this 
December. I was brought up in Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam. 
 
I’m an only child and I live with my mother, Giang (39), in a small house in Hanoi. The rest of my family lived in Europe. I’ve been there 
once and I love to go there again. My mother is a project manager at IBM Vietnam. We spend a lot of time together (working- studying 
together, going on trips and doing other leisure activities). When Tet holiday comes, no matter where they are, my family members 
find ways to come back to meet my mother and I. My relationship with other members is also great since we spend plenty of time 
together, discuss about different issues and get the solutions. We often mutually do housework as it is not anyone particular’s duty to 
do it alone. During the work, we can enjoy the music and happily talk with each other. 
 
Since I was a child, I’ve loved travelling, playing sports and hanging out with my friends. I tend to be curious and interested in 
everything. As a result I have joined in many summer classes where I was taught Aikido, drawing, dancing, aerobic, swimming, etc 
(those classes are actually just for children). Upon attending half of those classes, I realized that I didn’t have any natural talent in any 
field except for playing. That’s why sometimes my family said I was mischievous like a boy. I used to run around the stadium near my 
house and rode to the market and to my mother’s office by bicycle with her. In summer or on weekends my parents took me to many 
different parts of Vietnam when I was a kid. At primary school, while my friends were totally crazy in studying to make their parents 
happy and proud, I did not really focus on studying. Instead, I completely immersed in those trips and other activities. That explains for 
all of the Cs grades that I got in the 3 begining years of primary school. But time passed by, I have became more mature (my average 
grades have always been As in 4th grade until now; I’ve learnt to be daring, decisive and confident) although I still enjoy 
independence and freedom; So that I can pursue my dreams. The last 2 summers was an important time for students at my age but 
because I’ve been learning in Nguyen Tat Thanh School since grade 8 so I directly entry to high school, I spent that wonderful summer 
in the Central Coast of Vietnam all by myself for 1 month. I had done a lot of exercise in order to be able to climb the Fansipan peak 
with my mother last year. Unfortunately the trip was on the same day with the final term exam so I think I will have to finish it in the 
future. 
 
About my personalities, I can say that I’m a nice person since I like doing charity works, helping other people, etc and I’m an energetic 
person. I don’t think I’m the type of teenage girl who likes talking about the topic of cosmetic, life of celebrities or love couple. However, 
I never hesitate to express my feelings and sometimes it makes me a very talkative person. I always tell my friends the story of my life 
which makes them think it is unbelievable, interesting and want to hear more. I am rarely stubborn but overall my sense of humor wins 
lots of favors. 
 
When it comes to leisure, I enjoy all the simplest things in life. I enjoy being outdoors (to swim, jump rope, play badminton, etc), going 
for a walk, visiting places I’ve not been to, and reading books. I am also keen on painting. I’ve taken many art classes since I was 4. I 
would love to have an opportunity to study full classes to learn how to use watercolors, oils acrylics … in the future. 
 
When I was 5, my mother took me to an organ class. After one short summer course, my teacher told my mother that I didn’t have 
talent. Left it behind, I get a goal for myself that I have to know how to play at least one instruments before I’m 30 ^_^. While waiting for 
my future class, I listen to music every time I can.  
 
I have many passions, including cooking and baking. I find the dishes my mother makes extremely delicious and they make me eat a 
lot ^^. I may look a little plump, but it’s ok because eating makes me feel happy. I’ve attended a baking class so that I can make dishes 
for my family. This makes me, my family and also my friends feel happy and be closer (but my foods haven’t taste yummy once 
because I’m just a beginner). Similarly, foods push me to grow some vegetables in a small garden in my balcony. I am not a vegetarian 
but I eat lots of vegetable than meat everyday. I do not like fast foods because it may cause serious health problems. I am someone 
who cannot even stand passive smoking! Beside I care a lot about my health and the others.  
 
I really want to join animal activist groups but I have no idea where to find them. I really want to help organizations in Asia trying to 
protect pets and wild animals from being brutally slaughtered for their fur & meat. Unluckily, I can not arrange my timetable to search 
and join in. I hope, when I go aboard, I will have time to take part in an organization that support human life and natural.  
 
At home, I’m a little sloppy, but outside, everything has to be clean and tidy! No matter how angry I am, just 10 minutes of yelling then 
it’s totally gone. I always wonder why people have to control their feelings, so I “explode” whenever I am upset. The advantage of me is 
by dint of "my straightforwardness” so my spirit is always good. My first words when I see something or someone new will be “it’s so 
cute” or “lovely”. But, I can get disappointed if I feel other people dislike me (very honest and forthright right ^^).  
 
I have 15 subjects at school and my favorites are English, Chemistry, Mathematic and Biology. They are just what I like not what I am 
good at so don’t be misunderstood. Even though I have studied English for so long, I'm still not very confident in my English. Literature 
and History are my nightmare; I found that them quite attractive and alluring but the problem is I can’t remember things correctly and I 
have big trouble in writing essay. If I am interested in something, I will be buoyant, but unfortunately, I will get bored fast. I usually 
ignore other activities if I focus on a certain one. In other words, I cannot do many activities at the same time. I pay attention to my 
thoughts a little more than my feelings, and therefore sometimes seem cold and serious when I’m dealing with issues. 
 
It has always been a great dream of mine to live and study in a foreign country and I’m really excited that it will become reality soon. I 
hope it could help me improve my English and brought me a chance to make new friends. I am fascinated by the open minded, self-
confident people and also by the culture, the landmarks and so many other things! 
 
I hope you would teach me manners in America. I live almost alone when I was small (except for the times we traveled together) 
because my parents were very busy. So even in Vietnam I don’t know much about ritual in meals and the reason why it happened was 
no one had told me. If there are any social rules or customs that I have to do, just tell me and I will follow it. At school, I never break 
any rules and I even never skipping class before. I never hesitate to help or defend my family and friends when needed. That’s why if 
you want me to do anything, just let me know. I will be delighted to help you.  
 
Overall, I want to thank you for the opportunity to live with you. I will be happy to have the opportunity to speak with you: to answer 
whatever questions you may have about me or to ask you some questions about your activities and interests, your family, your 
community and the school I will attend. I do hope that you will be not disappointed to meet me in the real life if we meet. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Chi. 

mailto:lhollow@cci-exchange.org
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have time to go out to buy, and many more uses. However, the more time I spend with the computer means the less time I have with people 
around. Now, I’ve tried decreasing the amount of time using computer to few hours a day and it varies depend on the situations such as when I
have schoolwork to do or feel procrastinated to work out. Many times I just have it on and play music while I do something else. 

Activity 4:

Since I was a child, I’ve loved hanging out with my friends and my family. Sunday morning is the best time for me to go out as I can do anything
I want on that day. In summer’s Sundays, my friends and I may get in any buses to go around Hanoi (to take picture, buy novels, go to Movie 
Theater, etc) and taste “street foods” or sometimes we go to each other’s house to eat, play and watch movies. When summer ends, I will go 
shopping and cook or bake cakes for my family with my mother. We go around the city to see clothes, food, etc without buying them except 
when it became necessary. 

Interests:

Badminton, Bicycling, Martial arts, Swimming, Drawing or Painting, Listening to classical music, Listening to popular music, Baking, 
Computers/Internet, Cooking, Gardening, Greenheart Environmental Activities, Movies, Outdoor activities, Reading, Television 

Awards / Achievements:

the certificate of merit Nguyen Tat Thanh school average grade has been greater than or equal to A 6/2011

Allergic to any animals with fur: No 

Allergic to dust: No 

Allergic to any food products: No 

Other Medical Concerns:

Chi can be shy at first but once you get to know her she is a well of compassion, knowledge and philosophy. She has her own way of 
getting her ideas across, and it's always interesting. Chi is certainly mature, patient, flexible, curious and competitive - she strives to 
be the best in everything she does. Because she tries her best in everything, she sometimes is not pleased with her own performance, 
but she is still in good humor most of the times. Chi is respected and loved by everyone: parents, friends, and teachers, for her inner 
strength, self-discipline and moral principles, as well as her compassion. What stands out about Chi is that she will inspire you and 
bring out the best in you.Chi, a 17 years old high school girl from Vietnam, is an independent person as she has to take care of 
herself since she was very young. She is a serious person yet very open so people like to befriend with her and the best thing about 
her is the hardworking. She likes art very much and always tries her best to make things beautiful. She views cooking and baking as 
great hobbies of hers. She listens to music every time she can. She also loves hanging out with friends and doing outdoor activities. 
She always wants to be better in studying as well as being more responsible. Chi is not afraid to try new thing, to fail in order to get 
better. She however has her own principles, so she will not try new things just for the sake of trying. There's a thoughtfulness and 
thoroughness in everything that Chi does. She is mature beyond her age, but is still fun and full of creativity. She's also very 
organized, which helps her to do many things at the same time. 

Dear family, 
 
I would like to thank you very much for taking your time to get to know me better.  
First let me introduce myself. My name is Chi and I am from Vietnam- a small country in Southeast Asia. I will be 17 years old by this 
December. I was brought up in Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam. 
 
I’m an only child and I live with my mother, Giang (39), in a small house in Hanoi. The rest of my family lived in Europe. I’ve been there 
once and I love to go there again. My mother is a project manager at IBM Vietnam. We spend a lot of time together (working- studying 
together, going on trips and doing other leisure activities). When Tet holiday comes, no matter where they are, my family members 
find ways to come back to meet my mother and I. My relationship with other members is also great since we spend plenty of time 
together, discuss about different issues and get the solutions. We often mutually do housework as it is not anyone particular’s duty to 
do it alone. During the work, we can enjoy the music and happily talk with each other. 
 
Since I was a child, I’ve loved travelling, playing sports and hanging out with my friends. I tend to be curious and interested in 
everything. As a result I have joined in many summer classes where I was taught Aikido, drawing, dancing, aerobic, swimming, etc 
(those classes are actually just for children). Upon attending half of those classes, I realized that I didn’t have any natural talent in any 
field except for playing. That’s why sometimes my family said I was mischievous like a boy. I used to run around the stadium near my 
house and rode to the market and to my mother’s office by bicycle with her. In summer or on weekends my parents took me to many 
different parts of Vietnam when I was a kid. At primary school, while my friends were totally crazy in studying to make their parents 
happy and proud, I did not really focus on studying. Instead, I completely immersed in those trips and other activities. That explains for 
all of the Cs grades that I got in the 3 begining years of primary school. But time passed by, I have became more mature (my average 
grades have always been As in 4th grade until now; I’ve learnt to be daring, decisive and confident) although I still enjoy 
independence and freedom; So that I can pursue my dreams. The last 2 summers was an important time for students at my age but 
because I’ve been learning in Nguyen Tat Thanh School since grade 8 so I directly entry to high school, I spent that wonderful summer 
in the Central Coast of Vietnam all by myself for 1 month. I had done a lot of exercise in order to be able to climb the Fansipan peak 
with my mother last year. Unfortunately the trip was on the same day with the final term exam so I think I will have to finish it in the 
future. 
 
About my personalities, I can say that I’m a nice person since I like doing charity works, helping other people, etc and I’m an energetic 
person. I don’t think I’m the type of teenage girl who likes talking about the topic of cosmetic, life of celebrities or love couple. However, 
I never hesitate to express my feelings and sometimes it makes me a very talkative person. I always tell my friends the story of my life 
which makes them think it is unbelievable, interesting and want to hear more. I am rarely stubborn but overall my sense of humor wins 
lots of favors. 
 
When it comes to leisure, I enjoy all the simplest things in life. I enjoy being outdoors (to swim, jump rope, play badminton, etc), going 
for a walk, visiting places I’ve not been to, and reading books. I am also keen on painting. I’ve taken many art classes since I was 4. I 
would love to have an opportunity to study full classes to learn how to use watercolors, oils acrylics … in the future. 
 
When I was 5, my mother took me to an organ class. After one short summer course, my teacher told my mother that I didn’t have 
talent. Left it behind, I get a goal for myself that I have to know how to play at least one instruments before I’m 30 ^_^. While waiting for 
my future class, I listen to music every time I can.  
 
I have many passions, including cooking and baking. I find the dishes my mother makes extremely delicious and they make me eat a 
lot ^^. I may look a little plump, but it’s ok because eating makes me feel happy. I’ve attended a baking class so that I can make dishes 
for my family. This makes me, my family and also my friends feel happy and be closer (but my foods haven’t taste yummy once 
because I’m just a beginner). Similarly, foods push me to grow some vegetables in a small garden in my balcony. I am not a vegetarian 
but I eat lots of vegetable than meat everyday. I do not like fast foods because it may cause serious health problems. I am someone 
who cannot even stand passive smoking! Beside I care a lot about my health and the others.  
 
I really want to join animal activist groups but I have no idea where to find them. I really want to help organizations in Asia trying to 
protect pets and wild animals from being brutally slaughtered for their fur & meat. Unluckily, I can not arrange my timetable to search 
and join in. I hope, when I go aboard, I will have time to take part in an organization that support human life and natural.  
 
At home, I’m a little sloppy, but outside, everything has to be clean and tidy! No matter how angry I am, just 10 minutes of yelling then 
it’s totally gone. I always wonder why people have to control their feelings, so I “explode” whenever I am upset. The advantage of me is 
by dint of "my straightforwardness” so my spirit is always good. My first words when I see something or someone new will be “it’s so 
cute” or “lovely”. But, I can get disappointed if I feel other people dislike me (very honest and forthright right ^^).  
 
I have 15 subjects at school and my favorites are English, Chemistry, Mathematic and Biology. They are just what I like not what I am 
good at so don’t be misunderstood. Even though I have studied English for so long, I'm still not very confident in my English. Literature 
and History are my nightmare; I found that them quite attractive and alluring but the problem is I can’t remember things correctly and I 
have big trouble in writing essay. If I am interested in something, I will be buoyant, but unfortunately, I will get bored fast. I usually 
ignore other activities if I focus on a certain one. In other words, I cannot do many activities at the same time. I pay attention to my 
thoughts a little more than my feelings, and therefore sometimes seem cold and serious when I’m dealing with issues. 
 
It has always been a great dream of mine to live and study in a foreign country and I’m really excited that it will become reality soon. I 
hope it could help me improve my English and brought me a chance to make new friends. I am fascinated by the open minded, self-
confident people and also by the culture, the landmarks and so many other things! 
 
I hope you would teach me manners in America. I live almost alone when I was small (except for the times we traveled together) 
because my parents were very busy. So even in Vietnam I don’t know much about ritual in meals and the reason why it happened was 
no one had told me. If there are any social rules or customs that I have to do, just tell me and I will follow it. At school, I never break 
any rules and I even never skipping class before. I never hesitate to help or defend my family and friends when needed. That’s why if 
you want me to do anything, just let me know. I will be delighted to help you.  
 
Overall, I want to thank you for the opportunity to live with you. I will be happy to have the opportunity to speak with you: to answer 
whatever questions you may have about me or to ask you some questions about your activities and interests, your family, your 
community and the school I will attend. I do hope that you will be not disappointed to meet me in the real life if we meet. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Chi. 


