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MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Thursday, September 8, 6:30, CAFAM Board Meeting.
103 Hanover St., Portland. Pizza served. All welcome.

Thursday, September 22, 4:30, Talk on Bronze Age in
Central China. Kresge Auditorium, Bowdoin College.
(See page 5.)

Friday, September 9, 12:00 - 1:00 Mandarin Round
Table. CIEE building, 300 Fore Street in Portland, 2d
floor. (See page 7.)

Tuesday, September 28, deadline for registration for
CAFAM Chinese School fall semester. (See article, page
2.)

Saturday, September 17, 5:00 PM, Annual CAFAM
Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration. Woodfords
Church. (See below).

Thursday, October 13, 6:30, CAFAM Board Meeting.
103 Hanover St., Portland. Pizza served. All welcome.

SEPT 17

中秋节聚餐晚会
MOON FESTIVAL

Autumn is here. Time for the annual CAFAM Mid-Autumn Festival potluck. It is always a great
event. There is lots of space and a gym area where children can play.
CAFAM will supply beverages and samples of delicious moon cakes.
Time: Saturday, September 17, 5:00. Place: Woodfords Congregational Church,
202 Woodfords Street, Portland. Just up the hill from Woodfords Corner.
Bring: Your favorite Chinese (or American) dish, serving spoon.
Also bring: Kids. Friends.
Expect: Great food, good company, entertainment. (Bring a moon poem.
Bring a moon song.)

SPECIAL TREAT
Zhang Shuman will perform
on the guzheng
and she’s really good!
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CHINESE SCHOOL BEGINS

NEW BOARD MEMBERS

CAFAM Chinese School
Fall Semester will begin
on Saturday, October 15
and go through November
19. Classes start at 9:30
AM and run, depending on
level, until 10:45 or noon.
There are seven levels,
from toddlers through
grades 4 and up.

At the annual CAFAM meeting and potluck on June 11,
the members present voted in board members for the upcoming year. They are:

Each class is identified by the name of a plant important
in Chinese lore. Students remain in these groups as they
grow, so children can rely on who will be in their classes.
Often, the same teacher will remain with a class from
year to year, and this continuity enhances how much can
be accomplished.
The semester ends with the seventh annual Multicultural
Book Fair which offers books of course plus snacks, other products, and activities.
The new location for the school is the beautiful new
Ocean Avenue School, 150 Ocean Avenue in Portland.
There is always a need for teachers and volunteers.
The Chinese School’s beginnings go back to 1996, and in
recent years there have been more than 90 students enrolled per semester.
To visit the school’s new website, go to http://
cafamchineseschool.org/. You can contact the school’s
director Kelli Pryor at kjpryor@aol.com.

Roger Brodeur
Meilin Brodeur
Michael Connelly
Craig Dietrich
Bob Greene
Cindy Han
Gary Libby
Melissa Lin
Shannon Lyons
Ah-Kau NG

Eileen Nunley
Patty Oldmixon
Robert Rovner
Fran Sayers
Cynthia Setchell
Amanda Szala
Mary Tennant
Nancy White
Hong Xie

At its September 9 meeting, the Board is expected to
elect the following officers: Mary Tennant, President;
Melissa Lin, Vice-President, Gary Libby, Treasurer; and
Michael Connelly, Secretary.
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CHIANG CHIH-HSIEN’S NIGHT AT THE
BALLPARK by Bob Greene
In baseball, timing is everything – snagging a grounder and whipping it to first
base, tagging a runner as he tries to
steal, reaching the right spot to catch a
fly ball, or blasting the ball over the
fence. Then there’s the timing of who’s
watching. Chiang Chih-Hsien’s timing
couldn’t have been more perfect.
With more than 30 CAFAM members and family seated
behind home plate at Hadlock Field, the native of Taitung, Taiwan, proceeded to slam two home runs and
drive in five runs, leading the Portland Sea Dogs to a
come-from-behind 10-6 victory over the New Britain
Rock Cats. Wow!

when his picture-perfect swing
sent the ball climbing skyward,
not returning to earth until it
had once again soared over the
outfield fence. Three runs.
Victory!
“I think I am being more selective,” Chiang said. “I can recognize pitches better, and I try
to get better and better each
year. I don’t want to go backward.”

Chiang Chih-Hsien

Although he finished the 2010 season on the disabled list
with an injured wrist, he definitely hasn’t been going
backward this year. He was selected to play in the Major
League Baseball Futures Game and the Eastern League
All-Star Game.

For the second straight year CAFAM families have gone
to a Sea Dogs home game to cheer on players ot Chinese
ancestry. Chiang’s explosive evening at the plate was a
perfect “xie xie.” Sadly, it also was a way of saying
goodbye. After winning Eastern League Player of the
Month honors in both June and July, Chiang was traded
to the Seattle Mariners.

Now 23, Chiang is still not comfortable speaking English, preferring to talk through an interpreter. “If I have a
good day, I want to share that with my family if possible,” Chiang said when asked if he calls Taiwan often. “If
I have a bad day, it’s OK; I don’t want to share those bad
feelings. I feel more comfortable talking with my family
when I have a good day.”

Six years ago the 6-foot-2, 170-pound Chiang signed
with the Red Sox organization after graduating high
school in Taitung. Originally a second baseman, he was
converted to the outfield.

Lately, he’s been calling home a lot. In 26 games during
July, Chiang batted .430 with 16 doubles, five home runs,
27 runs scored, 25 RBI, seven walks, three stolen bases
and a .740 slugging percentage. He had at least one hit in
23 of the 26 games he played in during the month, and
had multiple hits in 16 of those games. When he was
traded to Seattle, Chiang led the Eastern League in batting average (.340), runs batted in (76), doubles (37), extra-base hits (59), and slugging percentage (.648).

“They know who I am when I return home,” Chiang
said, “but they don’t treat me any different. I am still the
same guy, and my friends treat me the same.” That might
change if he continues to sparkle as he has recently, especially at bat where he had become a feared hitter in the
Double-A Eastern League.
Against the Rock Cats, the left-handed Chiang began his
big night with a sharply-hit ball up the middle. His single
was the Sea Dogs’ first hit of the game. Later with Portland trailing 2-0, Chiang knotted the score with a tremendous two-run shot in the bottom of the fourth that banged
off the roof of the bullpen in right field.
New Britain calmly proceeded to hit Sea Dogs’ pitching,
building a 5-2 lead. But never fear. In the bottom of the
eighth, Chiang capped Portland’s game-winning charge

His departure left Portland with just one Asian player.
His name is Jonathan Hee who is from Hawaii. First
baseman Hee’s father is Chinese and his mother is Japanese. Hidden by his uniform, Asian-themed tattoos cover
his body. Perhaps it’s Hee who will light up the scoreboard next year.
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SUMMER MANDARIN STUDY TRIP
In July and August, 20 American students spent six
weeks in China studying Mandarin and later visiting sites
in and around Xian and in Yunnan Province.
The program was organized by Jing Zhang, Director of
the Chinese Language and Culture Center of Maine,
based in Bangor. She is also President of the Bangor
Chinese School.
To fund the 20 merit scholarships, the Center received a
grant from the US State Department’s National Security
Language Initiative for Youth. This provided the students an extraordinary opportunity to study Chinese and
experience life in China.
Instruction took place in Harbin High School No.1 in the
beautiful northern city of Harbin,. Four hours of classes
each morning, and a study hall, were supplemented by
evening homework. Afternoons were taken up with
study and wonderful outside activities organized by the
school. While in the city each student lived with a Chinese host family. Fifteen Chinese trained volunteer stu-

dents worked with the Americans each day, serving as
TAs in the classrooms and partnering with the Americans
during afternoon activities.
The city famous for its amazing winter ice sculptures.
The project’s blog had this to say about Harbin: “What a
city. All of us have remarked that it is one of the nicest
cities we’ve ever been to. Huge broad avenues lined with
trees, lots of green spaces and well-kept parks. The architecture is a lovely mix between old-world European and
ultra-modern Chinese. The neighborhoods of the host
families are all pleasant even those living in older, smaller apartment blocks.”
For all of the participants it was an extraordinary opportunity, not just to acquire academic knowledge, but also
to experience and learn how to function in a different culture.
Many pictures of the trip and more information can be
found at
http://bangorchinese.com/NSLIY-Harbin.HTML.
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CHINESE SCIENTIST MOVING TO
MAINE
Cancer researcher Edison Liu, 59, will be the new president of the Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor, Maine, the
lab announced. Liu will take charge in January 2012.
Liu comes to Jackson after 11 years at the Genome Institute of Singapore (GIS), where he has been executive
director since its founding. One of his big achievements
in Singapore was to build an institute from scratch with
home-grown talent rather than relying heavily on
"imports."
Liu, who was born in Hong Kong in 1952, received undergraduate and M.D. degrees from Stanford University.
He did post-doctorate work under Nobel Prize winner J.
Michael Bishop. Positions at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and the National Cancer Institute in
Bethesda, Maryland were followed by his move to Singa-

MAINE CHINESE CONFERENCE IN
BANGOR
The third Maine Chinese Conference will be held Friday
and Saturday, October 28-29 at Husson University in
Bangor. The meeting is sponsored by the Chinese Language and Culture Center and the Bangor Chinese
School, in collaboration with the Maine Department of
Education, the University of Maine, Husson University,
and Bangor High School.
The intended audience includes school administrators,
board members, teachers, students, parents, members of
institutions of higher education, entrepreneurs, and interested others. There will be a variety of presentations on
the pedagogy and technology of language teaching, the
state of Chinese language teaching in Maine, etc.
For more information you can contact Jing Zhang 9900710, jingzhang@bangorchinese.com.

pore in 2001. He has done important research on how tumors
respond to chemotherapy in breast
cancer patients.
Liu says his first reaction to a recruiting call from Jackson's leaders was, "I thought maybe they
had the wrong person [because]
I'm not a mouse geneticist." Jackson is known for its inbred strains of mice, used particularly for cancer research. Liu focuses on human studies.
But he says that he learned that Jackson has a "strong
science group," a good business model, and that "its vision coincides with mine." That vision, Liu says, is an
integrated view of biology and an emphasis on "systems
biology."
http://news.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/2011/08/
edison-liu-leaves-singapore.html

CHINESE BRONZE EXHIBITION AT
BOWDOIN
The newly renovated
Bowoin College Museum
of Art opened an exhibition of ancient Chinese
bronzes on September 1.
The exhibition features 60
magnificent bronze vessels and monumental bells
from the middle banks of
the Yangzi River in southern China that were cast between 1300 B.C.E. and 221 B.C.E. Recent excavations
have radically altered contemporary perspectives on the
art and culture of one of the cradles of the Chinese civilization.
The exhibition is organized by the China Institute, New
York, in cooperation with the Hunan Provincial Museum.
A series of lectures will be presented in conjunction with
the exhibition. The first, “Along the Yangzi River: Regional Culture of the Bronze Age from Hunan” by Jay
Xu, director of the Asian Art Music in San Francisco,
will be presented at 4:30 p.m., Thursday, September 22,
in Kresge Auditorium, Visual Arts Center.
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ANOTHER HISTORIC MARKER

This summer a historical marker was placed at 28 Monument Square (now the Public Market House) at the site of the
Oriental Restaurant which operated from 1916 until 1938.
The Oriental was the second of two early “deluxe” Chinese restaurants in Portland financed by an out-of-state syndicate.
The manager was Charles Tuck Wong. It was indeed a very “spiffy” place.
On the second floor of the same building a rooming house accommodated Chinese men who worked at the Oriental and
other restaurants and grocery stores around Monument Square.
The right-hand photo above shows an Americanization class in 1925 made up of Oriental Restaurant waiters. Among
them are Daniel Chick Wong and Henry Wong, nephews of the manager. They went on to establish the Pagoda Restaurant on Congress Street after the Oriental closed. (The photo is taken from the Maine Historical Society’s “Maine
Memory Net” http://www.mainememory.net/.)
The left-hand photo shows the marker and l. to r.: Janet (Goon) Louie, Andrea Louie, and Gary Libby, director of the
historic marker program. Janet and Andrea are not directly connected with the Oriental story, but they descend from the
extraordinary Goon family. More on this family can be found at the Maine Historical Society’s Maine Memory Net.

THINK DRAGON - THINK NEW YEAR
January 23 of 2012 brings the Chinese New Year. The year of the Dragon -- most auspicious!!
WE NEED A GOOD ORGANIZER TO HEAD UP OUR ANNUAL NEW YEAR CELEBRATION.
COULD IT BE YOU?
The venue is set (Westbrook Middle School). The celebration format is well established. But we
need a leader to coordinate everything. Think about it. You will have whole-hearted support.
Intrigued? Check it out. Contact Mary Tennant: maryetennant15@yahoo.com.
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MAINE’S FIRST CHINESE DOCTOR
by Gary Libby

Maine’s first Chinese physician was probably Jou S.
Tchao, M. D., sometimes called Joseph S. Tchao.
Dr. Tchao was born in Taiwan in 1932 but moved to Hanoi, Vietnam, with his family as a child. He studied medicine at the University of Paris and then came to the University of Illinois and the Cook County Hospital in Chicago to become an opthalmologist. In 1952 he decided to
come to Maine.
At that time Maine was the only state to allow a noncitizens and graduates of a foreign medical schools to
take its medical licensing examination. Dr. Tchao passed
the examination and began a practice in Lewiston, where
be became affiliated with St. Mary’s General Hospital.
He became a well-respected physician. In 1955, he performed one of the first successful complete cornea transplant operations in the Lewiston/Auburn area.
In 1964 he was elected Secretary of the St. Mary’s Hospital medical staff and was elected President of the St.
Mary’s Hospital medical staff in 1967. He became a Fellow of the Academy of Opthalmology and Otolaryngology in 1975. The American Medical Association presented him with its Physician’s Recognition Award in March,
1978.
In 1981 he was one of only two doctors in Maine performing keratotomy operations. In 1986, he presented a
paper on cataract extraction to the Regional Society of
Opthalmology in Marseilles, France. That year St.
Mary’s Hospital awarded him its first Eye Care Excellence Award.
He always maintained an interest in Viet Nam. In 1960,
he spent a month there as a resident surgeon at a Catholic
Relief Services Clinic. At the height of the war, in November, 1969, he spoke out as a member of the “silent
majority” in support of President Nixon’s war policies.
He brought two nieces from Viet Nam to live with his
family in Lewiston.
He often spoke at local civic clubs and religious organizations. He was a member of the Kiwanis Club. He was
President of the Androscoggin County Medical Society in
1978 when he spoke out against governmental regula-

tions that mandated second opinions. He saw the federal
government as a third person “violating the relationship
between physician and patient.”
He was an entrepreneur who, along with his wife, Mabel,
founded the Tchao Realty Corporation in December,
1964. By 1987 he was also a co-owner of Clover Health
Care, an elder care facility.
Dr. Tchao continues to practice in Lewiston.

CHINESE LANGUAGE ROUNDTABLE
The Chinese language roundtable will start up again on
Friday, September 9 from 12:00 to 1:00 at the CIEE
building, 300 Fore Street in Portland, 2d floor. Meetings
every other Friday after that.
For intermediate to advanced Chinese learners and native
speakers, last year’s meetings were productive and very
enjoyable. All are welcome. No charge. Thanks to Suzanne Fox for arranging this.

The Newsletter is edited by Craig Dietrich and is
published five times a year. Contributions and
comments are welcome. Please contact the editor
at 688-4826 or dietrich@maine.rr.com. The next
issue will appear in mid-November. Deadline for
submissions: early November.

Is your membership current?
Remember CAFAM relies on your support.
Please check mailing label for expiration.
Thanks.

Name
Address

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

(work)

Please check your mailing label for membership expiration.

Phone (home)
E-mail address

CAFAM
___ Individual or family $25
___ Full-time student $1
___ Benefactor $50
___ Sponsor (Individual or Corporate) $75
___ Patron $250
___ Corporate Patron $500

USCPFA, Portland, ME Chapter

CHINESE AND AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP
ASSOCIATION OF MAINE
P. 0. BOX 10372
PORTLAND ME 04104

___ Membership & Subscrip. to “US-China Review” $12
COMMITTEES: Would you like to help out on a committee?
We will put you in contact with the appropriate chairperson.
___ Program and education
___ Newsletter and publicity
___ Hospitality and Special Events
___ Student Relations
___ Membership
___ Other ____________

Please send your check and this application to:
Chinese and American Friendship Association of Maine
P.O. Box 10372
Portland ME 04104

